

Newquay Discovery Trail
Disc1: Killacourt.

Killacourt may be a corruption of Killas (grove) and Quoit (burial place). Trees were removed in the 1820s to afford a better sea view. The sea has always been important to Newquay. Before the coming of the railway and tourism, the town’s wealth came from: farming, mining, boat building and fishing. Boats were built at the island end of Towan Beach. FISH CELLARS, where freshly caught pilchards were salted and packed into barrels fringed the town. Many, like the UNITY and SPY live on. The country’s first STEAM LAUNDRY was built on the site of the Treffry Cellar and the COZY NOOK theatre, now the Blue Reef Aquarium, stood on the site of the Speculation Cellar, nicknamed FAT AND FLOUR. In front of you is Jogo’s Island. There has been a dwelling on this island from the turn of the twentieth century. Former residents include Dr O’Flaherity whose haunting ORGAN music filled the night air, and Alexander Lodge, inventor of the SPARKING PLUG, whose father, the spiritualist Sir Oliver Lodge was a frequent visitor and a great friend of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, creator of SHERLOCK HOLMES.




